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My Heart











For those who do not know me well, I would like to share a little of my personal journey, that has brought me to “Bridges of Love".   As I look back over my life I can clearly see how God has set the stage for this ministry and continues to prepare the way for building bridges into our communities. 





About 8 months ago a book called, ‘The Church of Irresistible Influence', inspired me to write a ministry plan for 'Bridges of Love'.  This book spurred me to action.   Let me share a few of Pastor Robert Lewis's opening thoughts from his book.





“I love the church of Jesus Christ.  I love the truth it stands for.  I love the life it alone can give.  Despite its shortcomings due to the open arms it offers sinners, it still remains the greatest force on earth for good.  Nothing else is like it or can match it, especially when it is healthy.  It alone possesses the supernatural message of truth that can transform the worst of humanity in an instant, while unleashing the best of it over a lifetime.





But today's church is losing its grip on the very world it has been called to save.  Why?  Why are we experiencing this growing disconnect?” 





This is where we must begin...





What will it take to reconnect the Church and Culture? What impact is the church having on the community?  





What we have failed to do, for the most part, is to bridge the Great Chasm.  Jesus loved to talk about the church, especially the power it could unleash and exercise in the world.  Nothing, he believed, would prevail against the power of the church:  I will build my church, he said, and the gates of hell will not overcome it.





By exhibiting, through everyday humanity, his life and love to the world, Jesus expected the church to supernaturally attract all men to God. This is the bridge Jesus imagined:  a connecting church--a bridge of influence.





Why did this book have such an impact?





I have been a follower of Jesus Christ for almost 30 years and this was due to the outreach efforts of Parkway Bible Church in Scarborough, ON.  They were being obedient to the Great Commandment by reaching out into their community.  I won't go into all the details, but I accepted the Lord as my personal Saviour because of the out-reach efforts of this church. They didn't stop there, however.





We were given a great gift, when this same church sent a lady from their congregation to our home each week, for six months, to ground us in the scriptures.  





Now after almost 30 years of attending sound Biblically based Evangelical Churches from various denominations, why was I feeling so restless?  The 'Church of Irresistible Influence' identified my feelings and Pastor Lewis had the remedy I couldn't ignore!  








As every great engineer knows, there is no such thing as a 'standard' bridge; each is custom-made to a unique set of conditions in a specific area during a particular time. 


 


This same principle applies to the church.  The very life of the church is intertwined with recognition of the times.  We need bridges that balance public proclamation with congregational incarnation.  Bridges 


suspended by the steel cables of the great Commandment as well as the Great Commission. 





On both sides of the post-modern chasm, there is a growing emptiness.  For the church it is due to a lack of radical, courageous, and sacrificial faith:  If our Christianity is real, let's live it.  For the world, this emptiness is from a lack of captivating, life-giving proof.





A bridge is needed - but not just any bridge.  A bridge once again linking God's purposes for the church with the real needs of the world





PLEASE EXPERIENCE A LIFE OF


FULFILLMENT AND SIGNIFICANCE


BUILDING GOD'S KINGDOM WITH


BRIDGES OF LOVE


Marg Pollon - June, 2005








