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Conforming to Christ Results in Unconformity





    LOVE IS ACTION – February, 2010		





“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  


But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is,


 there your heart will be also.”


Matthew 6:19-21





Since the devastating earthquake in Haiti we have seen a great out-pouring of financial assistance to aid the thousands of people who have been left with little hope.  For those who live in a country who have much and little need to worry about such an occurrence happening in our land, it affords an appreciation for what we have and is a reminder we can live with much less.





We know many hearts have been touched and moved to assist in countless ways.  God loves to watch His children as they live out His love.  Not only is He watching but He is recording absolutely every act of righteousness, every act of kindness and sacrifice, which will result in eternal rewards.  





Serving our Lord brings unimaginable benefits.  Taking risks, stepping outside our comfort zone and letting God take care of the outcome builds faith, as we learn to trust God one step at a time.





Our grown son recently returned from an adventure in South Africa.  We relived a few highlights of his trip via photos and video.  One video displayed Mark, in a metal cage submerged in the ocean, while sharks swam all around in an attempt to nab the tuna bait. (And perhaps to enjoy a little nibble on those inside the cage).   I am not sure if this is the type of risk God expects of us but with risks come exciting opportunities to experience all He has to offer.  It is the failure to over come irrational fears and misconceptions that keep us from becoming who God wants us to be.  





Faith is not the elimination of risk.  Perhaps risk taking is at the heart of righteousness using our God-given gifts for His Glory.





“To be certain of God means that we are uncertain in all our ways; we do not know what a day may bring forth.  This is generally said with a sigh of sadness; it should rather be an expression of breathless expectation.”





Oswald Chambers











DETERMINATION


Deciding to Hang Tough








Press on.


Nothing in the world


can take the place of persistence.


Talent will not;


Nothing is more common


than unsuccessful men


with talent.


Genius will not;


unrewarded genius


is almost a proverb,


Education will not;


The world is full of 


educated derelicts.


Persistence and determination alone 


are important.


Author Unknown


_________________


           


Vision is the ability to see above and beyond the majority.  


Vision is perception—reading the presence and power of God into one’s circumstances. 


 Looking at life through the lens of God’s eyes, seeing situations as He sees them.  Too often we see things not as they are, but as we are. 


 


Charles Swindoll -”Living Beyond the Level of Mediocrity”   





_________________








“Faith believes in spite of the circumstances and acts in spite of the consequences.”





Adrian Rogers
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This column is dedicated to Hannah, our very special 7 year old grand-daughter, who is a reflection of God’s Sweet Love.  Hannah invited Nana and Poppa to be part of an exercise with her grade 2 class.  





For those educators, who are probably familiar with the story of ‘Flat Stanley’ by Jim Brown, you will remember the situation Stanley found himself when he was flattened by a bulletin board.  He was able to continue with life as usual but due to his thin statue, he was able to do amazing feats and accomplish deeds which were normally impossible.  Everyone envied the exciting life he now lived.





Our assignment, to have Flat Hannah accompany us for the next few weeks documenting our journey, was more fun than we could have anticipated.  Hannah’s follow-up, to collate the adventure, was her exercise as an oral presentation 





As soon as Flat Hannah arrived in Calgary (from Kelowna) she was off to Texas with her Poppa on a training course.  The pilot kindly posed with Flat Hannah in the cockpit!





The next week, Hannah accompanied her Nana to Red Deer to attend a meeting with the Faith Emergency Preparedness Initiative Advisory Council.  That same week she was fortunate to have a photo taken with three Bishops while attending a prayer time at the FCJ Centre.





Why was this exercise so much fun for all who participated? Even though Hannah was just a piece of paper it allowed us to go back in time and relive with child like imagination.  Perhaps deep down inside there is a longing to do something that may appear a little foolish.  





I learned a valuable lesson as we journeyed with Flat Hannah.  Spiritual maturity is becoming more like Christ and more like a little child with fewer ungodly inhibitions. Does conforming to Christ result in nonconformity?  It is never foolish doing something crazy for God. 


























              











Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.











