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TAKING THE NEXT STEP





   LOVE IS ACTION – March, 2009		





“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”


John 13:15-17





In so many activities Bridges of Love participate; I often receive a special blessing which helps on this journey.  This past month, I was invited to attend an Emergency Preparedness Roundtable, which took place in Toronto. This event was a collaboration between Public Health of Canada and the Canadian Council of Churches.  Partnerships are being formed moving integration of the church into the Emergency Management structure.   





We broke into groups for discussion and sharing of experiences. Representing the Regional Faith Community Emergency Preparedness Coalition and not a denomination, they placed me with the Baptist Convention of Ontario/Quebec since this group most closely represented the denomination I attend.  What wonderful encouragement I received as the two other participants represented a large church in Toronto who were already well on their way to serving in their community.  Ron, their emergency coordinator was excited and passionate about being prepared with a Christian response, to care for their neighbours during a disaster.





What touched me the deepest, however, was a story shared by Pamela, a Community Out-reach Pastor in their church.  She told of a program similar to our “Inn from the Cold”, sleeping 70 homeless individuals, each month.  Before the guests retire for the evening, those serving in love wash the feet of the guests, placing a new warm pair of socks on each, in order to better prepare them to face the next day.





“A Bridge of LOVE”
























































Partners in the Plan Yield


Strength for the Solution





Coming together is a beginning.


 Keeping together is progress.


Working together is success.


Henry Ford





As Dr. Tim Foggin emphasized in “Of Churches, Pandemics and Emergency Preparedness”, Faith Communities are especially well positioned to translate emergency plans into a meaningful response at the most local of levels.  Their networks are broad (denominational and interdenominational networks span the country) and deep (many groups have multiple community-based cell-groups); and the Christian churches have a double mandate of both loving God and caring for their neighbour.  





During Roman times, Christians practiced inexplicable sacrifice and love during catastrophic events.  The ancient city of Antioch, for example, suffered forty-one natural and social catastrophes during Roman rule—an average of one every fifteen years.  The growing number of Christians believed they were not only to extend God’s love to their families and friends but to their communities as well.  “Love one another…became their standard”.  





We know the Christian community will respond by the nature of our ‘call’ but we also realize a prior strategy is required before an emergency occurs, in order to have the most effective and coordinated response. 





Much of the emphasis of emergency planning in many communities has commonly been on the mobilization and reinforcement of resources.  And indeed, procedures for this purpose are important.  Uncontrolled mobilization and over response, however, are common problems in emergencies.  When these situations occur, coordination of response is a critical and crucial factor. “A Unified Approach” 
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FAITH COMMUNITY/PUBLIC SECTOR WORKSHOP





DATE:  March 18, 10:00 – 3:00


HOSTED:  Billy Graham/SP


LUNCH:  NeighbourLink Calgary


RSVP:  March 13 - 403.263.5683





DAY’S AGENDA





Welcome – Dr. Fred Weiss, Executive Director,  BGEAC


Cast the Vision – Jan Donais, Public Safety Canada


Why the Faith Community? – John MacDonald, Catholic Archdiocese 


Introduction of the Regional Faith Community Emergency Preparedness Coalition – Deanna Schroeder, Alberta Funeral Services 


Ice-Breaker – Cheryl Bourassa/Eric Bone, Alberta Health 


Introduction, Faith Emergency Preparedness Initiative –  Marg Pollon,  Coordinator RFC-EPC


Personal Emergency Response,  Major Stephen Sears, Salvation Army & Wayne McCune, Red Deer Lake United Church


Organizational Emergency Response, Brent Davis, Samaritan’s Purse & Fred Tyrrell, AEMA


Faith Connections DVD – Dr. Wayne Elford, Professor Emeritus


Open-Space Process – Fred Tyrrell, AEMA & Dr. Wayne Elford


Q & A Panel from Open-Space – Randy Tiller, AEMA; Deanna Schroeder, AFSA; Kevin McInnes, Chaplain, Calgary Police; Pastor Fred Friesen, Bonavista EM Church


Resources – Dr. Wayne Whitbourne, Action International Ministries


Summary & Evaluation – Marg Pollon, Bridges of Love Ministry

















