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“But Seek First the Kingdom of God”…Matt. 6:33





   LOVE IS ACTION – JUNE, 2007





"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."     Matthew 6:33-7:13-14 





Jesus gave His mandate throughout scripture for living a life pleasing to Him.  We are to first LOVE God and seek His Kingdom and everything else will fall into line.  We are instructed to not worry about our life (Matt. 6:25).  This, however, is one of the most difficult disciplines of the Christian life yet so very critical for following in His Steps.





Once we have our priorities in order, it will not be difficult to keep our eyes on the Saviour and step out to serve others with His Love.  There are many opportunities to serve in Calgary such as the Mustard Seed, NeighbourLink, Inn from the Cold, the Salvation Army and many others. We often give sacrificially without much thought to our own comfort or safety.  Are we willing to love our neighbour enough to take care of someone who is sick, perhaps dying and very contagious?  Do we love God enough to take that risk? 





H5N1, the new killer strain of avian influenza spreading out of Asia, has only killed 186 people since 2003.  Why then is there so much concern about bird flu?  This Avian virus has happened before in the Spanish Flu of 1918 and it became the deadliest plague in human history, killing up to 100 million people around the world.   This virus killed more people in 25 weeks than AIDS has killed in 25 years—yet in 1918 the case mortality rate was less than 5%.  H5N1, on the other hand, has officially killed half of its human victims. 





An Influenza Pandemic is a frightening thing and a legitimate human reaction to threat is fear.  As Christians, we know that we are not to be ruled by fear so the best way to overcome this reaction is to trust God with our lives. Then, become knowledgeable on this subject and make decisions based upon this knowledge.  There are facts that no one will be able to change but there is information available that you can act upon now to increase your feeling of security.  The prospect of an influenza pandemic presents a unique opportunity for the Christian community to stand-up for God as we step out with His Power demonstrating His LOVE.














 














A SIMULATION… 


PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS


“A Real-life” Exercise





Pastor Arnie at St. John Lutheran Church is preparing his congregation with a church response for an Influenza Pandemic.   Simulating an actual out-break in his church, helped the congregation see that there were major gaps in being really prepared for such a catastrophic disaster.





Some questions that arose after this exercise where a congregation member came in contact with an infected person at the Calgary Airport who had the deadly strain of an Influenza virus and she too was now showing symptoms.





Who is our ‘point’ person for an Emergency Church response?


Do we have a team of responsible individuals who are prepared with a pandemic strategy in place? 


Do we have proper communication and data bases set up for our community?


Do we have adequate food on site if the church should suddenly be quarantined?


Do we shut down all operations and activities as a church?


What is our responsibility to the members/community around us?  


Do we have masks, sanitizer and other protective clothing?


Do we have a contact name for our municipal health authority to receive instructions?


Do we know individuals in the church who have medical training in specific areas?  


Do we have individuals trained in elementary nursing?


Do we know our community intimately to know those neighbours who are going to need an extra hand if the case of an emergency situation.  





This exercise was taken very seriously by the congregation.  A Pandemic simulation is a very effective tool.  Please call for more details.  263.5683
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“WAVES OF BLESSINGS”





90 Days of Blessings (GDOP), Celebration 2007 (EFC) and Bridges of Love are joining arms to exhibit ‘Waves of Blessings’ throughout out city.  





 Bridges of Love’s focus for this initiative is to raise awareness and then facilitate action for a church response to an Influenza pandemic.





The World Health Authority has stated that even though the timing of a Pandemic cannot be predicted there is little doubt that one is anticipated.  





There is historic precedent that during times of epidemics in Roman Empire times, the Christian response made a significant contribution to the apparent “miraculous” growth of the church.   





In his book, ‘The Rise of Christianity’ Rodney Stark, a sociologist, contributes this growth to the practiced belief of Roman Christians.  Their hope—and the real life evidence that this was no “wish theology” – was compelling and attractive to ‘those without hope.’





Also, Christians had a moral obligation to love others and they could not please God until they loved one another.   This belief was certainly alien to pagans who did not provide sacrificial care and only looked after themselves.





This summer, Calgary Churches have an opportunity to learn how the local church can respond to an emergency that has the potential to bring widespread illness, death and economic disruption.





Please watch for further announcements for locations where you can attend an information and question time on how to bring continual waves of blessings through Pandemic Preparedness to your church and community.





Marg Pollon, Bridges of Love Ministry              403.263.5683                   � HYPERLINK "mailto:margpollon@bridgesoflove.net" ��margpollon@bridgesoflove.net�               � HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgesoflove.net" ��www.bridgesoflove.net� 
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