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The Operations of Divine Love





   LOVE IS ACTION – July, 2007





“True godliness does not turn men out of the world, but enable them to live better in it and excites their endeavours to mend it.”       William Penn





The power to be the kind of people we were created to be and the power to do the works of God upon the earth places us on solid ground to engage the demands of the social arena.  And no place is in greater need of people full of the Holy Spirit and divine Love. The Social Justice Stream of Christian life and faith focuses upon justice and shalom in all human relationships and social structures.  This compassionate way of living addresses the gospel imperative for equity and magnanimity among all peoples.


Streams of Living Water – Richard Foster


                        


Jesus lived in this broken, painful world, learning obedience through the things that he suffered, tempted in all the ways we are, and yet remaining without sin (Heb. 5:8, 4:15).  We are, to be sure, reconciled to God by Jesus’ death, but even more, we are “saved” by his life. (Rom. 5:10)  





Author Richard Foster vision is one of an all-inclusive people, gathered in the power of God, filled with the love of God and empowered to do the works of God. 





Jesus went about proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and its availability to all.  He also demonstrated the reality of its presence.  Thus dual action of proclamation and demonstration is found throughout the Gospels.





The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.


Luke 4:18-19











GOD AT THE HELM


�





“That they may all be one” John 17:21





Shalom conveys the idea of a great beacon.  A full-bodied concept that gathers in but is much broader than peace - shalom means wholeness, unity, and balance.  Shalom embodies the vision of a harmonious, all-inclusive community of loving persons.  Shalom conveys the idea of a harmonious unity in the natural order:  the wolf and the calf become friends, the lion and the lamb lie down together, “and a little child shall lead them” (Isa. 11:1-9) We are in harmony with our neighbour; justice and mercy abound.  We are in harmony with nature; peace and unity reign.  This is the vision of shalom.





 How do we achieve ‘shalom’ in this world that is divided by culture, religion and economic and social diversity?  How do we love our neighbour as God has commanded in His Great Commandment of Mark 12?





Truman Capote stated that Love having no geography has no boundaries.  Love is in very short supply, while the demand has never been greater.  Let an act of Love be the agent to give hope to others.  





Kindness Pays Off





I have wept in the night


For the shortness of sight


That to somebody’s need I was blind.


But I have never yet 


Felt a twinge of regret 


For being a little too kind.





Author Unknown


 


Kindness makes for hope in fellow human beings, hope in God, and hope that if God can change another human being, He can also change me.
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The Order of the Red Blanket


By Lt. Col Irene Stickland





Three years ago I was traveling at Christmas, by bus, returning from a visit with my family.  They had given me a warm red travel blanket as a gift—so needed on that stormy, snowy 16 hour overnight journey.  During the night we were delayed in a bus station partway across the county and needing to change buses.  Cold and tired as I was, I looked up to see an older woman pass by – with two plastic bags around her feet, held by elastic bands.  Some inner voice nudged me out of my own discomfort and said, “They lady needs help!”  I ran after her and learned she had frostbite, her shoes would not go over her wounds, she was poorly clothed, she was mentally challenged and could not find the bus to take her to her relatives.  With only 10 minutes to my bus time, I found her bus, took her there, pulled off my boots and pulled my warm socks over her plastic bags.  I gave her my coat, my lunch and the money I had in my pocket, and then took my new red blanket and wrapped her snugly in the front seat of the bus, just as the door was closing and her bus was leaving.  She looked up and smiled, and said, “God has sent an angel”. 





The reason I tell you this story is that I have learned that I need to be alert and aware and sensitive to human need.  And we also need to be prepared.  A Christian should always have a red blanket to give to those in need.  The red blanket can represent our plans and preparations for pandemic, the training and education we need in order to meet the needs of people along the way, the resources we have as individuals or as faith groups, or simply, a warm blanket in the car, so that in time of need, we have a practical and basic means of helping someone or saving a life.
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