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“EQUIPPED FOR WHAT?”





   LOVE IS ACTION – July, 2008	





“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Matt. 16:24





There is an old saying that it is better to try and tame a wild stallion than it is to ride a dead horse.  Which one are we more like?  The dead horse that needs to be brought back to life, or the wild stallion, filled with passion and desire for life?  God’s desire is not to corral us but to set us free to accomplish all that he has prepared for those who love Him.  


 �       �       �





Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 4:10-11





We have been entrusted by God with a special calling, a sacred duty to serve.  Service is the overflow which pours from a life filled with love and devotion.  Our success, therefore, can be measured by how much we love others and it becomes a reflection identified with the nature of God.  Our objective can then be achieved by loving and serving others motivated by an absolute love for God.  





“Service to God is the deliberate love-gift of a nature that has heard the call of God.  Service is an impression of His nature.  Therefore, when we receive His nature and hear His call, His divine voice resounds throughout His nature and mine and the two become one in service.  The Son of God reveals Himself in us, and out of devotion to 


Him service becomes our everyday


 way of life”.    Oswald Chambers














PEOPLE OF INFLUENCE





Are we trying to build Bridges based on truth alone while the watching world is looking for living proof that the Gospel is true?  Is the Gospel message often cancelled by the way we live?   Imagine the bridges of love that could be built if we truly became known not only by the corner which we inhabit but by the community in which we impact.  The influence and thus the investment in the lives of others is one of the more significant out-comes of serving.  





When the people of God turn from the purposes of God, the power to influence lives is lost.  God calls us to give ourselves away as we serve. Often the giver’s heart is changed along the way with the greatest joy and rewards being experienced not only on earth but for eternity.





GREATER VISION… 


WITH A HEART TO SERVE





God has opened a door of opportunity to show the watching world that we truly and practically care for and love our neighbour.  





Like never before, disasters are occurring more frequently and with greater severity.  Could it be feasible for the Christian Community to spear-head Emergency Preparedness across Canada?  Could we be ready with a Christian response for a Pandemic or any other crisis?  





Can you imagine the impact this display of solidarity with unity of purpose could have on our communities, emergency management and health regions?  We know the need is real and reachable.  God is calling His Church to stand in the ‘gap’ to be equipped to serve with His Love.


  


Let us be a people of GRANDER VISION





HE DESERVES OUR BEST!





�





“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His Power that is at work within us”  Ephesians 3:20
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Passion











DOES ANYBODY CARE?





A man…operated a giant drawbridge.  One day he took his young son with him in order to show him what he did every day.  He led the young lad down into the cavernous workings of the bridge that they might marvel together over its powerful machinery.  While down there the man received a phone call that a train, well ahead of schedule, was speeding toward the bridge.  There was just enough time for him to race to the top of the tower and flip the switch to lower it into place.  Patiently he instructed his son not to budge from his tight position of safety.





The father reached the tower with just enough time to lower the bridge.  In the same split second he looked down to find his son had moved into the jaws of the powerful machinery.  He had to decide between the hundreds of lives speeding toward him in the train or the precious life of his only son.  In great pain and anguish he flipped the switch.  Down came the bridge, grinding the life out of his son.  





The train rushed by and as it did he could see people sitting there, in the comfort of their dining cars, chatting merrily with one another, totally oblivious to the enormous sacrifice that had just been made for their lives.   Beating his fists on the tower window, the man screamed out against the stiff faces streaking past, a people for whom he had made so dear a sacrifice:  “Don’t you know that I gave my son for you?  Don’t you know that you are alive now because he yielded up his life? 





DOES ANYBODY CARE?





“In the Shadow of the Cross” Randal Earl Denny








