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A COURAGEOUS SOUL – Nehemiah, Chapters 4 - 6





   LOVE IS ACTION – August, 2009		





“When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed”.  Nehemiah 4:1


Commitments are about choices, not feelings and our personal commitment to take a stand for God will be tested by genuine opposition.  Are we ready to face struggles which will come our way?  The final condition of holy ambition is a courageous soul.


Whenever we make the decision to champion God’s agenda we can expect to face trials and normally our first response is…”What did I do wrong?”


In chapters 4 through 6, Nehemiah gives us a clear picture of the attacks they endured once the rebuilding of the wall began.  


In Chapter 4 the goal is to discourage the people by ridicule and fear to discontinue their work.   In Chapter 5 the goal is to conquer and divide by causing selfishness and greed and in Chapter 6 the objective is to destroy Nehemiah by deception and intimidation. 


 Nehemiah’s response to trouble offers us some excellent guidelines to follow when opposition comes our way.  Firstly, his first response was to pray, both defensively and offensively.  


Secondly, the pattern in Nehemiah 4:10-12 clearly points to four causes of discouragement.


1.    Loss of Strength caused by fatigue.  


2. Loss of Vision due to a negative perspective. 


3.    Loss of Confidence due to unbelief. 


4.    Loss of Security due to fear.





Because a courageous soul is essential to survival as we develop holy ambition, remember the three clues to recognize the presence of opposition:





-  Ridicule, Criticism and Discouragement





Four Keys to overcome…





-  Be proactive, do something practical.


-  Remember the Lord who is on your team.


-  Fight, fight, fight!


-  Never fight alone!1


1Holy Ambition, Chip Ingram, Moody Press Chicago, 2002


























Living OUT our Faith





God is seeking a vessel set apart for Him, separated totally from the allurements of the world around, fully yielded to His Will.  It is a call out of one lifestyle, which looks so logical and right before we take a stand to live with holy ambition, into another lifestyle with the ability to stand where others would fall or turn and run… 





Life is exciting when we have a cause to believe in.  This is a cause of transformation with the power of Christ; opening up the spiritual atmosphere bringing God’s kingdom into communities.  





Our priorities will have to change and so will our discipline. God seeks people who will disentangle themselves from their present everyday life which prevent us from living up to the requirements of God.   





The journey of being set apart is possible only as we make God our total focus; only as we allow God Himself to become, not just in word but also in reality, being the foundation of our lives.  In the process of being set apart, the Lord will do exceedingly, abundantly above what we can ask or even imagine.  





Are we catching a vision for the church, our community and our world?





No one accomplishes anything significant alone.  We need a community of believers to make a difference.  We must rally around something in which we believe.  





As we consider any intention to sacrificially meet the needs of sick and possibly dying people should the Influenza Pandemic become more severe, it will be actualized by people who are intimately connected to Jesus.  It depends, not so much on how merciful we are, but on how deeply we ourselves love the Lord.





As we step out to serve others we have opportunities today as never before to practice what we believe.  It is time to be available for God to show the watching world what His people can accomplish when our hearts totally belong unconditionally to Him.  You can count on God’s support as we seek to live by Holy Ambition.  

































































Geoff Rice, professor of history at Canterbury University and author of Black November, the 1918 influenza pandemic in New Zealand, says a repeat of that experience would see our normal health system "very quickly overwhelmed". Hospitals and medical centres would struggle to cope and "we would need to prepare for a lot of nursing and medical care that is community-based. So it's a good idea to get to know your neighbour they may be the person that saves your life."
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A Prayer for Our 


Journey Together





 “Holy Ambition” What it takes to make a difference for God.


By Chip Ingram





Holy Father, teach us to burn white hot with ambition and great dreams that are God-given and grace-induced.  


Make us ambitious for Your agenda and for Your glory.  


Use us to bring hope and life and relief from suffering in ways beyond our wildest dreams.  


And yet, throughout this journey, do an even deeper work


 within our hearts.  


Sanctify us.  


Grant us pure motives.  


And help us, every step of the journey, to long to please You more than impress people.





O Holy Father, 


give us holy ambition!





Lord we want to change our world and honour You, but we fear we will do it in our own strength, in our own flesh, and do it to meet our personal needs.





O Holy Father, 


give us holy ambition!





Even as we long to make an impact, we also long for comfort and peace.  We’re tempted to stay where it seems safe even though we know that our only real security comes only from You.  We long for significance, but we fear stepping out to make a difference.  





Oh Holy Father,


Give us holy ambition!





  











