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“KEEP ON LOVING EACH OTHER AS BROTHERS.”  Hebrews 13:1





    LOVE IS ACTION – August, 2010		





“Keep on loving each other as brothers.  Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1-2





Before moving back to Calgary, 81/2 years ago, we owned and operated a Bed and Breakfast Retreat ‘Downe in the Valley’ in the beautiful Okanagan Valley.  





As we look back on those years, we have wonderful memories and even though life was not easy, we enjoyed and appreciated the many guests we served in our home.  We made a practice of eating breakfast with our guests and found it truly amazing how quickly warm relationships were made, sharing a meal together.  





We’ll never forget the phone call we received one Christmas from a guest who had stayed just one evening with us.  They were calling from Holland to wish us a Merry Christmas.  





Having enough property to house horses or dogs we often had guests who came for competitions with their animals.  Two young ladies with boarder collies arrived year after year so they were like family. Coming through the door we would hear “Mom…we’re home!!” 





Another guest, a business man from Edmonton, who regularly travelled through the Okanagan to visit his customers, would drop his suitcase and slippers at the door and call, “Buddy” (our Jack Russell Terrier) it is time for a walk…and away they would go.    





We had a difficult time saying good-bye to our beloved “Downe in the Valley” Bed and Breakfast Retreat.  We will probably never know the impact we made on our special guests as we served with love, but we know the blessings we received from the many angels we entertained from all over the world. 





  People will forget what you said. �  People will forget what you did. �  But people will never forget, 


how you made them feel.

















SHIRLEY AND MARCY





A mom was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school.  He didn't want her to walk with him.  She wanted to give him a feeling of independence but she also wanted to know he was going to be safe.�


When she expressed her concern to her neighbor, Shirley offered to follow him to school in the mornings for a little while, staying at a distance so he wouldn't notice. Since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way to get some exercise.





All week long, Shirley and her daughter followed Timmy as he walked to school with a neighborhood friend. �As the two children walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy's friend said, “Have you noticed that lady following us to school everyday? Do you know who she is?”





Timmy replied, “Yes, I know her. That's my mom's friend 


Shirley Goodnest with her daughter, Marcy.”�


“Shirley Goodnest?  Why is she following us?”�


“Well, Timmy explained, every night my mom makes me say my prayers and repeat Psalm 23 cuz she worries about me so much.  


In the Psalm, it says, Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life. 


 I guess I'll just have to get 


used to it!!”  (�


Author Unknown�The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you, and give you peace.��May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always.
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AN INVASION OF LOVE


Greg Summer, Assoc. Pastor 


Grace Bible Church, Vernon BC �


An article of a special event recently appeared in the Vernon Morning Star. The title “Church Gets a Welcome Invasion” is a true story worthy to be shared.





Every once in a while a person experiences something extraordinary in their life. A few weeks ago was one of those experiences.





I was just about to complete the final point in my sermon when a group of approximately 200 people entered our church, Grace Bible.  The pastors from Community Baptist and St. Johns Lutheran Church joined me on the platform and announced they had come to bless us with a lunch they had prepared which would be served in our rear parking lot. 





For once in my life I didn’t know what to say!  Should I finish my sermon or just dismiss in prayer?  I decided to finish and at a certain point in the message Pastor Rick Corak came to the front and asked if he could close the service.  





God in his creative ways had brought these 200 folks to be a visual example of what I was trying to say.  Pastor Rick said their presence at our service was the application for my message.  





How fitting as I could not have made the point any clearer. I had been preaching on UNITY in the Christian family and their visit was a visual application of what that really meant.  





“What a beautiful ending to a wonderful Father’s Day Sunday.  The place was packed with more than 450 people.  We made new friends that day, as we sat around tables eating and talking about what just took place.”  





The Christian family of faith is sub-divided into different denominations and congregations who often do not experience the level of unity that God intended for us to have. 





This “Invasion of Love” by these two churches was a wonderful encouragement to stay the course serving our community for the cause of Christ. Our congregation was totally blessed so we plan to ‘pay it forward’ as every church can use a hug from the Lord.















































              

















