
LOVE lS ACTION - January,2O23

*BUT lF WE WALK lN THE LIGHT AS HE lS lN THE LIGHT' I John 1:7

BRIDCE

rf1 John 1:7 is a verse Bridges of Love has
treasured since we began this ministry in
2003. A book that made an impact during
those early years of ministry was written by
Charles M. Sheldon. He asked the probing
question, "What would Jesus do?" and then
challenged his congregation to consider
this question before engaging in all
activities. No one in town was lefi
untouched by this brief, probing question,
as they leamed to walk uln His Steps."

So often we get caught up and busy with
the tasks that we are given and neglect the
person we are serving. This lesson came
to light last fall, while in the process of
hiring, our first staff member. The first
candidate we invited to join as Project
Coordinator, gave his notice after the first
day! He said he felt like a 'fish out of water'
as he learned more about our mission and
vision. We invited him to reconsider and
come and talk further, but he emailed
saying he would not return. His last
sentence was, "He felt Bridges of Love had
become an idol!"

These words hit me deeply as my desire
has afways been to serve the Lord with His
Love and to walk in the Light. We all want
success in what God has given us, but
God's success is not atways what we
expect. His desire for us, is to seek Him in
all things, loving Him with our whole heart,
mind, soul, and strength and to love our
neighbour as ouselves.

My prayer for 2023. Lord, help me to
LOVE you more and to have a stronger
walk in the footsteps of the Saviour.

FAITH EMERGENCY
PREPAREDN ESS I NTIATIVE

OF LOVE

$ERVllrlG OUR
COilIMUilITIES

SEEING...IS BELIEI'INGI

Bridging the gap between the church aN
the community demands a tangible realtty.
A spiritual bridge involves a physical rcaliU.
People need to see fo believe! Dr. R. Lewis

How do we move trom a position of
estrangement, to being embraced by the
community?

"CROSSWALK" is an opportunity for FEPI
Churches to serve and focus on the
community in which it is found. Church
members become passionate to serye
when they discover a calling higher than
themselves. A calling that falls in line with
the Greatest Commandment - to love God
and our Neighbour (Matthew 22:37-39).
'ncrosswalk" a FEPI extension. is an on-
line portal located on Bridges of Love's
website. This secure site is a non-
threatening place to post a need for those
going through a difficult time. This need is
posted on the site with no name visible.
When churches see the post, they decide
whether they wish to ftll the request, or
perhaps they need other churches in the
community to become involved. Once a
decision to assist is made, information on
the individual is shared from Bridges of
Love Ministry making that initial connection.
www.bridqesoflove.net

CERT CANADA SUITAJTAIT
t r sn .27 ,28  &Feb .  4 ,2423

As per our usuol formot, the
Summit begins with o Fridcy
evenir:g dessert session with

Key-note Speoker. We arevery
pleosed to hore Legnn Hockmon-

Cary, CEa of Economic
Development, presentirp

'Fostening Disoster
Resilience."

In oddition to he.r work ot EDA,
Leonn heods up lfiYD 6lobol,
with o focus on community

copocity bui lding, resilience, ond
?ecovery. She olso outhored fhe
"rlAoster Your Discster" series
of guidebooks, designed to help

individtnls, businesses, ond
communities prepore for.

respond to, ond recorrer from
di sosters. Books ovoi lsble.

Locotion: Highwood 6olf Cour*,
Dote: Jonmry 27,20?3
Tinre: 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Cost: $20.00 (No chorge with
CERT Troining)
**Bring o fi.ierd ond rueire
25% off yanr book prrrchosc.

CERT Trainiryl

Jonuory 28 &February 4,2023
Reg ister: bridgesoflove tpt

li

BN: 847414471 RR0001 /t03.649.0087 marqpollon@bridqesoflove.net www.bridqesoflove.net



LOVE IS ACNON - FEBRUARY 2OA

"CALLING THE TWELVE TO HlM, HE SENT THEM OUT TWO BY TWO..." Mark 6:7

AND JEsUs CALLEDTo HtM THE TvyELvE,
AND BEGAN TO SEND THEM OUTTWO BY
TIYO, AND GAVE THEM AUTIIORITY OVER
THE UNcLEAN sPIRrTs. (MInx 6:7)

Jesus had a team of disciples who went
everywhere with him. ln this passage from
Mark, Jesus sent his disciples out to begin
doing their own ministry in team of two.
Christian ministry is teamwork with a
difference because followes are just as
impoftant as leaders. God uses the efforts
of each team member in equally impodant
ways, all unique and special. A collective
vision is shared, bom of the team
members' collective wMom, submission,
and accountability.

An interview was recently conducted with
Laura King, regional director of Canada for
the National Fire Protecfion Association
(NFPA). They posed two questions to read
her take on challenges and opportunities
facing disaster management in Canada.

1. *What do you see as fhe brglgesf
challenge facing en ergency manrypr
and/or disaster management sysfems.

2. "Similarly, what do you see as fhe
biggest oppftunity?"

Her response, "Communicatiqt! We
Rnw the firct respnders to disaster are
always regular peoifle - neighbutrc,
passersby, family memberc. Helptng
peofle undershnd tlolw to prcpre, what
to do, and how to recover will ted/uce
risfts, inryc.6 and cosb - M, financial
and hunnn."

We have a unique opportunity to serve
through CERT training. We pray we will
not experience another disaster, but being
prepared before an event, brings
opportunities and peace of mind

BRIDGES OF LOVE'S CERT CANADA SUMMIT
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LOVE lS ACTION - March,2023

*ABOVE ALL ELSE, GUARD YOUR HEART' Proverbs 4:23
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY

RESPONSE TEAM (CERTI TRA|NING

This past month, Bridges of Love
completed its first Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) training in our
facility on Centre Street, in the town of High
River.

CERT CANADA su'tifiTT
Key-note Speoker, Leonn

Hockmon-Corfy, CEO alberta
Economic Development, set the

CERT ctage.

Perhaps no book in the Bible has more
practical wisdom and advice about how to
think about and live our life daily than
Proverbs. Proverbs is the "do" and "dont"
book of the Bible; filled with admonitions
about what to do if we wish to have a life
marked by goodness, honour, integrity,
confidence, and virtue.

There is nothing more satisffing in life than
doing God's will, so we should do
everything we can to keep in line, with what
He desires for us. Solomon says in
Proverbs 4:23, that we are to guard our
hearts as everything we do, even
accomplishing God's purpose in our life,
hinges on it. The Lod intends for us to
guard our hearts by filtering our emotions,
desires, thoughts, and responses through
His Word, making sure we concentrate on
those desires that will keep us on His path.

The heart is mentioned over 800 times in
the Bible. The heart is seen as the center
of emotions, feelings, moods, and
passions. The heart func{ions as the
souroe of thought, obedience, devotion,
and intentionality. lt represents the total
person. Guarding our hearts means being
wise and disceming in all we do, seeking
Him as we protect ourselves from all the
things that come to harm us.

Thank you to niece, Heather, who seeks
and shares His love, through her
spectacular nature photography!

Alberta's CSF grant has trusted Brftlges of
Love to share our CERT & FEPI programs
with communities across our Province.
Completing our ftrst CERT training were
attendees from the diverse communities of
Edmonton, Strathmore, Lyalta, Calgary,
and H$h River. We look fonrvard to our
next training session, where citizens
support the benefils of community
engagement and readiness training before
disaster strikes.

CERT is intended for anyone over 18 years
of age. Disasters do not prefer any age
group, race, religion, socioeconomic class,
or position- We are allwlnerable when an
overwhelming, catastrophic event strihes
our region. Have we become complacent
to the threats we face, without
preparedness plans, and how best to care
for our families and community? Register
today forthe next CERT training event.

Leonn's affirmotior fon CERTT
'l enjoyed speaking in High River
last night with Marg Pollon and
Deputy Mayor Brenda Walsh

about the importance of
pre parednesg response, arxf

recovery of the latest Community
Emergency Response Team

(CERfl taining session. Bridges
of Love's CERT training ensures a

safe'neighbours helping
neighbours' response. lf's a
practi c al, re al i stic grass-roofs

strate gy that strengthen s
community satety and

pre p are dne s s, th ro ugh incre ased
civic pafticipation. Personally, I
would love to see ffiis prryam

expanded to many Alberta
communities and beyand. To find

out more about CERTtraining,
contact Bridges of Love directly.

lf's nof if a disaster is goingto
happen, it is WHEN! Make sure

you knaw what ta do."

",licster Your Discsted'
Your Reodiness & Recovery

Guide, avaifable on Bridges of
Low website (SHOPI"

$25.m includes Concdion
postcae.

BN: 847414471 RROOO1 4O3.449.m87 marqpollon@bridqesoflove.net www.bridgesoflove.net



LOVE lS ACTION - April, 2023
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"LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE OTHERS" Matthew 5:16
. ,CROSSWALK'' A FEPI EXTENSION

"CROSSWALK" was recently introduced as
an extension of the Faith Emergency
Preparedness Initiative (FEPI). Crosswalk
is intended as a serving opportunity to meet
the needs of individuals/families when
circumstances are overwhelming, and help
is unattainable from traditional sources.
Crosswalk provides opportunities for the
local church to connect with their
neighbours; crossing with His Light and
demonstrating His love, in tangible ways.

,I INISTRY POSITION

Living for
Christ, we
also glow with
His LIGHT,
demonstrating
to a watching
world,
His LOVE.

Jesus said, "Let your light shine before
others" as no one lights a lamp just to hide
under a basket. A lamp is meant to be
placed on a stand to give light to
everything around it.

We are all God's children and are called to
"give glory" to our heavenly Father through
our good works". This reminds us of the
importance of our actions. Our actions
allow us to let our l ight shine. Our actions
allow us to share the light of Jesus with
those around us.

What does it mean to let your light shine to
bring glory to the Father? Being the light
to others can come from a variety of
actions. Intentionally going out of one's
way to help others, without the cost of
expecting something in return.

Simple ways to let your light shine -
,/ Be a 'Crosswalk' supporter.
./ Be there for a friend or stranger.
./ Be friendly and a genuine

encourager.
'/ Use your passion to help others.
'/ Share your optimism & gratitude.
'/ Share generously with others.
'/ Listen with intent.
'/ Empathize with others by putting

yourself in their shoes.
,/ Be a beacon of God's truth

offering His hope and love.

e
OT

/.\ |al,
/r,(A\t ,

Crossurql
LOVE IS ACTION!

Office Locotion: High River,
Solory: $25.00 per hour - Qne
year contract position based on

o 35-hour work week.
Education: Post-secondory

educotion in Public Relotions or
reloted discipl ine.

Bridges of Love is hining a ful l-
time Public Relctions &

Executive Director's Assistont
for a one-year contoct to help
complete the CSF Project "The
Power of Civil Society, Moving
ot the Speed of Trust". This
position moy extend to o full-

time permonent stoff member in
the Spring of ?0?4.

Bridges of Love is seeking o
creative communicotor ond
innovotive public ralotions

strotegist who is resourceful
ond comfortoble working in o
smoll teom environment. This

posit ion reports directly to the
Executive Director in support of

the project objectives.

Pleose visit
bri dqesof love.netlobout

f or the f ul l  job descript ion.

"Grosswalk" an on-line portal located on
Bridges of Love's website, provides a
secure non-threatening place to post a
request, where no personal information is
seen by those viewing. V/hen churches visit
Crosswalk, they choose a request in their
community, where they have the capacity to
meet the need or partnering with another
church/es, is a great optionl Once a
decision is made, contact information is
shared from Bridges of Love, connecting
the individual/family with a caring church/s.

Who can participate in Crosswalk? Any
FEPI church partner who agrees with Bridges of
Love's Statement of Faith.

ls there a cost? No, but financial support is
essential for daily operations, so any help is
always appreciated!
ls Bridges of Love ready to introduce
Grosswalk to Alberta communities? No.
In order, not to ovenvhelm any one church with
too many requests, we require many churches to
be involved. Be the bridge, lighting up your
community with God's LOVE.

BN: 84741 4471 RR0001 403.649.0087 margpollon@bridqesoflove.net wr,vw. bridqesoflove. net



LOVE lS ACTION - May, 2023

"DON'T LET ANYONE LOOK DOWN ON YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNO..." Timothy 4:12

In the book of Timothy, Paul gives
encouragement and instruction to Timothy,
a young leader. Timothy was one of Paul's
closest companions. Paul sent Timothy to
the church at Ephesus to counter the false
teaching that had arisen there. Timothy
probably served for a time as a leader in
the church at Ephesus and Paul hoped to
visit him.

Living out our life in the world, we model
our values demonstrating what we consider
important and valuable. Timothy was a
young man who was influenced by Godly
believers who helped shape his life and
promote his spiritual growth. Timothy
became Paul's prot€g€ and pastor of the
church at Ephesus. As a young pastor,
Timothy faced many pressures, conflicts,
and challenges from the church and his
surrounding culture. To counsel and
encourage Timothy, Paul sent him a very
personal letter.

Paul advised him on such practical topics
as qualifications for church leaders, public
worship, confronting false teaching, and
how to treat various groups of people within
the church. Right belief and right
behaviour are essential for anyone who
desires to lead or serve affectively no
matter where their place of service.

This summer we are very fortunate to have
a university student join our team. Bridges
of Love is very thankful for this opportunity
due to Alberta's CSF grant. We pray for
Timothy, that this summer employment will
be an exciting, rewarding, and perhaps life-
altering experience!

FEPI CHURCH PARTNER

We are very pleased to renew High River
Alliance Church as a Faith Emergency
Preparedness Initiative (FEPI) partner.

For those who may not be familiar with our
program, we invite you to visit our website
at bridqesoflove.net. There you willfind our
FEPI Church Contact and Resource
Assessment form. This easy to complete
information document, gives critical data to
help during times of disaster. For instance,
your church may have showers which is not
available in every facili$. Every community
church has unique resources to assist and
once these resources are identified and
catalogued, the process for accessing the
help required is quick and the response
expedited.

CHURCHES HELPING NEIGHBOURS
U0solu{t

Once a church makes the decision to
become a Bridges of Love FEPI partner, by
completing the on-line FEPI Church
Contact and Resource Assessment form, a
Muster Sign is prepared for the new FEPI
partner's church window. \A/hen neighbours
see the sign in the window indicating this
church cares and loves their community,
one never knows what may transpire!

FEPI churches have an option to become a
"Grossroads" partner. Crossroads is a
FEPI extension helping community
members through the challenges that
everyday life may bring!

suit,l ER STUDENT WELCOIIIE

Timothy (TJ) Ru99 is currently
o computer science

undergroduote student of the
University of Alberta. Bridges

of Love is very pleosed to
welcome TJ os o summer

employee. He'll be performing
vorious technicol tosks where

he looks forword to
contributing to BofL's mission.

TJ grew up in High River ond
lived through the 2013 f lood.

He experienced first-hond the
community's exceptional

efforts to come together and
support eoch other, so he hos

personol knowladge ond
understonding of the

importonce ond impact of
orgonizotions like BofL.

TJ is very excited to be able
to give bock through this

opportunity, snd he is
incredibly glod to cultivote his

personol skills while
strengthening A lberto's

crisi s-reodiness inst itutions.

BN: 84741 4471 RR000l 403.649.0087 marooollon@bridqesoflove.net www.bridqesoflove.net



LOVE lS ACTION - June, 2023

"WHEN YOU WALK THROUGH THE FIRE, YOU WILL NOT BE BURNED.,." lsaiah 43:2

BEE A FEPI CHURCH PARTNER OKOTOKS E,UERCENCY
PREPAREDNE5S EVENT

Whot o great experience
porticipating in Okotoks EP Week
octivities. We opprecioted being
included os on Alberto Emergenry

Preporedness Stokeholder.

Going through rivers of difficulty will either
cause us to drown or force us to grow
stronger. lf we try to go through it under
our own strength and have an unfavourable
outcome, we suffer the consequences. lf
we allow God to go with us, however, He
will protect, giving strength and peace to go
through whatever the circumstance.

Albertans in many regions are experiencing
devastating wildfires. Hot, dry conditions
continue in many areas of the province.
For wildfire updates, please call 310.4455
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Al berta. calfi resmart. aspx states; prepari ng
for the threat of wildfire is a shared
responsibility. FireSmart is a framework
designed to mitigate the risk of and
educate residents and stakeholders
regarding the potential for large
uncontrollable wildfires near communities
and critical infrastructure.

lf you wish more information, please
contact firesmart@gov.ab.ca. Bridges of
Love was given introductory FireSmart
booklets so we would also be happy to
forward a copy to get you started on your
wildfire preparedness planning. Give us a
call to request your free copy.

Bridges of Love Ministry - 403.649.0087

FEPI Registration
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Speoking to young fomilies, it
wos cleor few hod put much

thought into their fomilies or
communities needs during o
cotostrophi c event, often

putf ing this plonning on the
bock burner!

The children were excited to
spin the "CERT Wheel" to
onswer guestions for their
fomily's preparedness plons.

They were invited to osk their
porents to hove a7?-hr.kit &
emergency plon reody for ony

disoster thot might occur.

CERT Troin-the-Trciner

Areyou troined in one of
BofL's CERT modules?

ff so, ond you would like to
become o guolif ied instructor.

please ottend our upcoming
CERT Troi n-t he-Troiner event.

Moy 30 & l{oy 31, 2023
#6,609 CenIre St, 5W
High River. TLV ZCz
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LOVE lS ACTION - July, 2423

"EACH OF YOU SHOULD USE WHATEVER gFT YOU HAVE RECEIVED TO SERYE OTHERS'' 1 Peter 4:'IO

As we celebrate 20 1rcars serving through
Bridges of Love Ministry, many memories
come to mind; cherished memories that will
never be forgotten! One of these
occasions took place while participating in
the Micah Challenge, a global initiative
providing useful tools for congregations
seeking deSh and connection through new
commitments for cornmunity outreach.
Micah 6:8 calls us to act justly, to love
mercy and to walk humbly with our God.

June 19, 2006, a group of Canadian and
American Micah Challenge participants,
along with many Afican nations; attended
the Samaritan Strategy, an Eastem Africa
Regional Training (Vision Conference) in
Uganda. This compelling and
transformational conference taught Biblical
foundational truths for what God expects
from His follourers, which set the stage and
direciion, for building Bridges of Love.

As an exercise to praciice the principles we
were being taught, conference attendees
were invited to consider an ac{ of service,
that couH be shared with the Canadians
and Americans in our group. As you can
imagine, we dldn't have many resources on
which to draw, staying at a modest motel,
not far from the conference centre. \Mrat
act or service couH we share with one
another to demonstrate Christ's love?

Since arriving at our Ugandan residence,
we learned hot water was a luxury enjoyed
by few! After a few nQhts at the motel,
however, a young man who served the
guests, knocked on my door, sharing a
large, yellow plastic container filled with hot
water. Wtrat a wonderful treat! Afier
inquiring with other conference attendees if
they too, received this specialdelivery each
evening, their response indicated, they
were regretfully not as fortunate!

This made the decision for
service an easy one! \Mth
container of hot water aniving on que, my
fellow Canadian and American attendees
were asked to meet on the lawn to receive
my act of love. They and the African
conference attendees watching from the
sideline, were surprised to experience and
witness a foot washing, utilizing my
treasured hot water from the yellow plastic
container. \Mrat a memorable time as
God's love was put into action.

ln 2003, God gave me a vision and mission.
Providing opportunities, resources, and
open doors for the local chutth to show
..LIVING PROOF OF A LOVING SAVIOR"
to the community in which it is found, has
remained constant.

{,&s,h Ru,*ett*
The A lberto Flood brought our

greotest time of service through
the ALBERTA.RECOVERS.ORG

website. Who could hore
imogined fhe joy thot resulted
from such c dewstoting and

cotostrophic time! For o
disoster survivor, they will
ocknow ledg e going through

difficult times, brings out the
best in peoplel The compossion,
empothy, ond generosity shown

during the flood recovery
efforts wos truly remarkoble

ond miroculousl

This seoson , we orre once ogoin
reminded of the power of

noturol disosters! Through the
wildfires of lote, counlless
A lberto communifies ond

Provinces ocross Conodo ore
struggling to regoin whof hos
been lost. How con we help?

An online donotion destination
eliminotes stockpiling. Those
with items to shore, post on

AlbertaRecovers. When
Bridges of Lore idenfif ies o

motch with o wildfire victim's
need, FEPI churches are given

on opportunity fo serve.

_-__-':;l
I 5{b6il. R.qcr'l 

i I
:: - i,;.'.-_-J

my act of
the yellow

I  q , .a - r5nr :  f : r . ,n . ry€ |^ . ' ,< ' : r :  4 !

R.skt.r tor F€Fr i i

ALBERTA RECOYER5
BOFL Donotion Plcfform
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LOVE lS ACTION - August, 2023

"BEAR ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS" Galatians 6:2

Bear one anotfrer's
6urle

tfre

Lord, help me to be there for my family and
friends in the way You have always been there

for me. Help me to encourage and care for
them wlth compassion and klndness, with

prayer, and actions. Help me to be a blessing
so they may see You through me. Amen

As we bear one anothefs burdens, can we
distinguish between "Compassion \ls
'Empathy?' According to Wbbste/s
Dictionary, empathy is our feeling of
awareness tourard other people's emdions
and an aftempt to understand how they
feel. \Mrereas compassion is an ernotional
response to empathy or sympathy and
creates a desire to helpl How to we go
from a position of empathy to the level of
compassion, with a resulting desire to act?

The month of July has been a dfficuft one,
as for the past three weeks, "shingles" has
been my plpht! My mom and sister both
experienced this painfulvirus, but until I felt
the pain that accompanies this disease
myself, I couH not truly understand what
they had gone through! Perhaps, this is
how compassbn is developed; we must go
through the experience, in oder to be
moved to ac{ion.

\Mten it comes to disasters, we will not all
go through the same catas{rophic
experience, such as a tomado. A similar
encounter, however, where we can relate
to what a person is experiencing and put
ourselves in their shoes, can produce the
spirit of compassion.

We are asking for cfiurches and indiviluals
to become involved in our newest
endearror, 'Alberta Recovers". Please see
our News Release for rnore information.
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NEWS RELEASE - FOR |Mi|EI)IATE RELEASE -Angust 1,2023

Introducing "Alberta Recover':s" - Brklges of Love Ministry Society pioneers an
on-line donation platform for disaster viclim assistance.

High River, AB - Bridges of Love, a nonprofit charitable organization is proud to
announoe the launch of its pibt program "Alberta Re@vers," an innovative online
donation management system desQned to streamline and enhance assistance
for those affected by disasters in the Alberta region.

ln the wake of numerous natural disasters that have struck Alberta in recent
years, including wiHfires, floods, and other unforeseen emergencies, there has
been a pressing need for a donation management system that eliminates the
need for storage space yet manages donations and volunteers in an efficient on-
line platform that matches donors with disaster victims. "Alberta Recovers"
addresses this critical need by levenaging front-line tecfinology to ensure that aid
reaches those in need swiftly, effeclively, and compassionatety. In the past,
donation management and volunteer coordinatbn has been difficult to administer,
with rnounds of donations becoming as large a pmblem as the disaster itseff!
Stockpiling and the need for warchouse space can be eliminated or diminished
thmugh this fiorward-looking initiative!

Key Featurcs of *Alberta Recovers' include:
. Seamless Donation Managemerfi: 'Alberta Recovefs" provides an easy-to-
use and secure platform for indivkluab, organizations, and businesses to make
monetary contributions in support of disaster victirns. Users can choose from
rrarious payment options and receive instant tax receipts for their charitable
donations.
. Real-Tirne fmpact Tracking: Donors can track the irnpact of thek contributions
in real-tinre. 'Alberta Recorrers" ofiers transparency by tlisp*ayirg hour donations
are utilized, gMng donors confidene that their generosity dircctly benefits those
atrected by dbasters.
. Targsted Assistance: The platform albws disaster vtlins to submit their
specific needs, enabling Brilges of Love to allocate resouroes more efiiciently
and prioritize aid where it is needed most. Dbaster vtctims' identity remains
confirJentialto publ'c viewing and only shares this information when a match is
made.
. Volunteer Coordination: 'Alberta Recovers" sen es as a hub for volunteers to
register their avaihbifty, training, and skills, facilitating a streamlined approach to
disaster relief efforts.
. Gommunity Engagement The platform fosters a sense of community by
enabling individuals/churches/businesses to connect with dlsaster vidims, each
other, share e>reeriences, and ofier support during challenging times.

Amid the ongoing challenges faced by disaster-affeded communities, 'Alberta

Recorrers" aims to empower the spiril of cornpassion and togethemess, making it
accessible and uncompllcatd for people fnom allwalks of life to contribute to the
recovery and rebuiHing process.

w
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LOVE lS ACTION - September, 2023

"AND DON'T FORGET TO DO GOOD AND TO SHARE WITH THOSE lN NEED" Hebrews 13:16

I IBRIDGES OF LOVE MINISTRY SOCIETY

FA|TH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TNTTTATTVE (FEP|)
CHURCHES HELPING NEIGHBOURS

\ffi""*@ER**Y|Effi]

I NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS I

l--E6.rtr I tt6ffil --effi--l -p.rrem- lnilrtortl ffiffift-] f-ffi']
rr*oltr:i-''] otrnum i-'joor*rroiTnprncnrq-''itJiliUcat*r-i itrw ilefmcrr

Since Bridges of Love has developed two new recovery extensions to our Faith
Emergency Preparedness Initiative, please see the above flowchart for
clarification of our structure. Past emergency programs have been focused on
preparedness and training. We now are ready to offer on-line donation
management recovery platforms which will help not only disaster victims
(ALBERTA RECOVERS) but also those who are struggling in these challenging
times (CROSSWALK). Managing donations has been a difficult task so this
system works effortlessly, without stockpiling mounds of often unwanted items!

Our platforms are secure and confidential so anyone going through difficult times
do not have to worry about confidential information being shared. FEPI churches
who partner with Bridges of Love are invited to support Crosswalk. Once an
account is made, churches can view the needs that have been posted and then
decide if they are able to help. Perhaps the request is greater than one church
can handle, so partnering with a neighbouring church, is always a viable option.
Once the church decides, Bridges of Love shares the contact information of the
person who posted the request. When the need is met, Bridges of Love is
notified, to remove the post from the platform. The Crosswalk on-line recovery
system is neat and expediate.

It may seem like a lot of information to take in, but once the program is used, the
process becomes clear! We thank our summer computer science student,
Timothy (TJ) Rugg who has been an exceptional JavaScript development and
information technology summer student. TJ created a new onboarding process
for our Faith Emergency Preparedness Initiative and developed the frontend
functionality and backend database architecture for our two platforms. All this
has been documented in an Operations Manual for future applications.

With the recent devastation in Maui, our
hearts go out to the many residents who
have been impacted by the unexpected
fires which destroyed lives and propefi in
Lahaina. Yes, this catastrophic event is not
in our backyard, but with the increased fires
in Canada, there is heightened concern we
cannot be complacent! Newscasts have
interviewed many residents who are
displaced with homes destroyed. Gratitude
overflows for the assistance they have
received.

Hebrews 13:16, says we are not to forget to
do good and to share with those in need.
These sacrifices are particularly pleasing to
God, even when they go unnoticed by
others. Giving without appreciation is
difficult but in Matthew 6:2, Jesus teaches
that when we give to the needy, we do not
announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in. the synagogues and on
the street, to be honoured by men.

Jesus says ifwe do announce good deeds,
to receive appreciation from others, that will
be the reward in full as giving is to be done
in secret. God sees and His reward is
assured. Our motives for giving must be
pure, as it is easy to give with mixed
motives, to do something for someone if it
will benefit us in return. These acts should
not be self-centred but God-centred.
bringing glory to the Father.

BN: 84741 4471 RR000l 403.549.0087 margpollon@bridqesoflove.net www.bridqesoflove.net



LOVE fS ACTION - October,2023

"GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE lS GOOD; HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER." 1 Chronicles 16:34

MICHAEL's MOfuTENT
Glve thanks to the Lord,
for he ls good; hls love

endures forever.

-l Chronicles | 6:34

Gratitude can transform common days into
thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and
change ordinary opportunities into
blessings. lf we start out giving thanks for
the small things, the more thankful we
become, the more bounty increases.

This past week, Bridges of Love
experienced a major event which
threatened our ministry. Over 10,600 files
were deleted from my computer, which was
a huge portion of the past twen$ years of
ministry. Even though it was a very tense
situation, God provided an answer through
a tech company just adjacent to our office.
Andrew was able to restore most of our
files to their original form due to Microsoft
One Drive's backup system (He received
an apple pie with our thankfulness @)t

I am sure the people who have lost homes
and lively hoods due to the extreme
wildfires this summer, will also attest to the
fragility of life! Only God is our solid rock
where we can know with assurance and
dependability, that He is loving us through
the many ups and downs that life brings.

This Thanksgiving, we give thanks for
God's unfailing Love, for His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. for our new staff member.
Michael Lum, for Bridges of Love's restored
files, and for the past 20 years serving
through this ministry. We are indeed
blessed!

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF LOVE
& UNITY

BRIDGING HEARTS, BUILDING
FUTURES''

We are honoured to extend a heartfelt
invitation to attend this momentous
occasion the 20th Anniversary
Celebration of Bridges of Love's Ministry
Society and Annual General Meeting!
This milestone is a testament to the
unwavering support of our
donors/supporters and the dedication of
our team in serving church and
community as we build resilience and
trust across the sectors during and after
times of disaster.

Date: Thursday, October 12,2023
Time: Noon - 2:30 pm
Venue: Heritage Inn Hotel & Convention
Centre 1104 - 11 Ave. SE, High River,
AB

Special Guest Speaker: Wayne Cao,
Legislator Emeritus (1997 - 2015), Former
Deputy Speaker, Retired MLA, Calgary
Fort, AlbertalCanada: "WE ARE ONE!"

** FOR THOSE WHO ARE COMING FROM
OUT OF TOWN AND HAVE NOT HAD AN
OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT BRIDGES OF

LOVE'S HIGH RIVER OFFICE, PLEASE JOIN
FOR A LITTLE TOUR AND A PIECE OF

MARG'S FAMOUS APPLE PIE A.LA.MODE!
PLEASE INDICATE ON YOUR RSVP IF YOU

WSH TO JOIN IN THIS INFORMATIVE &
TASTY ACTIVITY.

R.S.V.P. marqpollon(@bridqesoflove.net
By October 4,2023

After two weeks
os Executive

Director's
Associote for

Bridges of Love,
f con confidently

soy 6od hos been at work! ft
hos been interesting os I

leorned the history of Bridgcs
of Love, understonding the

direction 6od hos token than.

To dote, I have mode o
commitment to contoct over 150

churches ocross vorious
counties, inviting them to

become o FEPI portner. Nine
churches hqve voiced their

opprovol to join the FEPI church
network.

Congrotu lotions llcDougol
Chopel, iAoin Avenue F:llowship

in Sundre, West Zion
Mennonite Church in dorstoirs.

ond First Boptist Church in
Olds for moking o commitment!

The WIX internet plotform, is
one thot I om becoming more

fomiliar. f obo oppreciofe
leoding our devotionals during
our Mondoy stoff meetings.

f look forword to the next few
months os f meet new people and

ottend vorious meetings.
Thonk you, Morg ond Tom. for

your willingness to ons'wer
guestions os wellos for seekirg
6od's will for the direction of

Bridges of Love llinifi.
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LOVE lS ACTION - November, 2023

" l  AM DOING A NEW THING!" lsaiah 43:18-19

FOR$ET THE FORMER THINGS;

DO NOT DWELL ON THE PAST.

SEE, I AM DOINO A NEW THINC!

NOW IT SPRINOS UP:

Do vOu NoT PERCEIVE I1?

frara^e43,18 -19

A paradigm shift is an important change
that happens when the usual way of
thinking about or doing something is
replaced by a new and different way that
upends and replaces a prior paradigm. In
the New Testament, God's people came
from any and al l  nations. The original New
Testament word for "church" ekklesia
literally means "called out." God's people
were called out of every nation. This was
a huge paradigm shift for the early
followers of Jesus.

ln the early days of our ministry, a Board
Member shared some valuable advice.
Wayne, a retired University Professor,
recognized that a paradigm shift was
essential, in order to accomplish what we
were hoping to achieve. He felt for the
church to engage, there needed to be a
clear understanding that FEPI is a tool
and practical opportunity to be 'salt and
light' in the community. Bridges of Love's
Faith Emergency Preparedness Initiative
(FEPI) is a church resource to fulfil God's
Great Commandment to, "Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with al l  your mind. '  This is
the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour
as yourself."

The paradigm shift - the church is not just
helping Bridges of Love achieve our goals
- we are also providing a tool for the
church to fulfil God's Great
Commandment in these challenging t imes
in a very practicalway.

Thank you so much to those who attended
our 20th Anniversary. We enjoyed every
moment of this special time, thanking God
for the privilege of serving through Bridges
of Love Ministry. We appreciated Wayne
Cao, retired MLA for being our speaker.

The theme for our celebration event was
"WE ARE ONE" taken from an older song
written and sung by Brian Doerksen. We
are one in Christ serving Him through the
work of this ministry. Please view our
slideshow tor 20 years of very special
memones.

MICHAEL'S MOMENT
Webster dictionory *
defines "prepore"
os the oction "to

moke reody
beforehond for

some purpose, use,

or octivity." We prepore for the
doy by woking up, and eoting o

healthy breokfost and we
p?epare for hoving o child by
buying the proper eguipment.
It is for easier to think obout

preporing for the things thof we
con see with our physicol eyes

around us, but how often do we
think obout the eternal?

"Therefore, you olso must be
ready, for the Son of Mon is
coming of on hour you do not
axpect." - Motthew ?4t44

John wrote, "And now, l i t t le
children, obide in him, so

thot when he oppeors we mqy
hove confidence ond not shrink

from him in shome ot his
com ing . " -1John2 :28

Although we woit for his coming,
we do not do so with a lock of

pr epar edness. Christ ion
preparedness is not obout simply

woiting; it is full of oction.
Titus 2t12-14, ",. .  woit ing for our
blessed hope, the oppearing of
the glory of our greot 6od ond
Sovior Jesus Christ, who gove
himself for us to redeem us..."
Jesus in Motthew 24:4?,tells

us, "Therefore, stoy swoke, for
you do not know on what doy
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LOVE lS ACTION - December, 2023

"FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD" John 3:16

"il

,

The entire gospel comes to a focus in John
3:16. God's love is not static or self-
centered; it reaches out and welcomes
others in. "For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever befieyes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life."

Jesus loves the little children
Allthe children of the world

Red and yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Jesus died for allthe children
All the children of the world

Red and yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus died for all the children of the world.

The familiar song," Jesus Loves the Little
Children" expresses God's pattern of true
love, the basis for all love relationships-
when you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give freely to the point of self-
sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of
His Son, the highest price He could pay!

Giving generously is an opportunity to trust
in God's provision. The Bible reminds us
that life on earth is uncertain and nothing is
guaranteed, but when we put our hope in
God's provision, we can rest assured that
he'll provide.

As we celebrate Christ's birth, let us
love like Jesus, so that others may

join us in receiving His love.

MOUNTAIN VIEW COUNTY UPDATE

Building relationships of trust and
acceptance for our project was the focus for
our recent road trip to Mountain View
County. Getting to know our rural neighbours
was indeed a pleasure as we ventured into
this beautiful countryside!

Our first stop was to The Rock Community
Church in Carstairs, where Ardith, Church
Administrator gave us a tour of their multi-
functional, vibrant facility. So pleased to
have The Rock as a FEPI partner.

On to Sundre where we joined Pastor Kent
at McDougal Chapel, another FEPI partner.
Pastor Kent was interested in the CERT
training for not only himself but for his
congregation. After a tour of their lovely
facility, my husband and I moved on to Olds
for the night, to find a place of rest for weary
but enthusiastic travellers!

The next day brought renewed strength as
we called on First Baptist Church in Olds to
bring greetings and a friendly face from
Bridges of Love! Pastor Doug, was
unfortunately, on his day off, but a few
muffins were left with Administrator, Shelly.

While in this rural town, we contacted Randy
Smith, retired Fire Chief, who has been a
faithful instructor for our CERT training. With
increased interest in a Mountain View
County CERT Summit, connections were
made for trainers in that region.

On to Didsbury, where we had a great visit
with Pastor Colin from Zion Church. \Mth our
involvement with Bonavista EM Church in
Calgary, we had many close connections.
Zion is a FEPI partner and is now reviewing
CERT and Crosswalk church opportunities.

Before heading home to High River, we
visited a small rural church outside Didsbury,
Mountain View Evangelical Missionary
Church. Pastor Paul had the coffee pot on
so we enjoyed a warm country visit! FEPI
affords opportunities to serve for any size
congregation.

,IAICHAEL'S A,IO,TAENT
For the lost two months, we

opprecioted "Michoel's
AAoment." Unfortunotely,

Michoel mode the decision thot
Bridges of Love Ministry wos not

the long-term direction he
wished to pursue, leoving the

Executive Director's Associate
position the end of October.
We proy 6od directs his path
ond we wish him oll His best!

Executive Director's Associote

This position ploys o criticol role
in supporting Bridges of Love's

mission for community
emergency preporedness,

troining, and recovery efforts.
Bridges of Love, o faith-bosed
ministry, initioting the Foith

Emer gency Preparedness
fnitiotive (FEPI), ond Community

Emer gency Response Teom
(CERT) troining. We are seeking
o dedicoted individual to join our
ministry, oligned with Bridges of

Love's mission ond Christion
volues. Bridges of Love's project,

"The Power of Civil Society,
moving at the Speed of Trust'
promotes communify resilience

empowering community
members, who ore often first in

line to offer a hond up, who
provide immediote disoster

ossistonce, bridging the criticol
gap between the time of

disoster ond the omivol of
emergency services.
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