
 “During the Alberta flood of June 2013 
we were privileged to make the 
acquaintance of Bridges of Love 

Ministry.   Our church (Church of God 
in Christ, Mennonite) was looking for 

accommodations for volunteers to help 
with the flood restoration and cleanup 
in the Calgary area.  The volunteers 
were travelling from BC, AB, SK and 
MB.  After many attempts to locate a 

facility in Calgary we decided to contact 
Samaritan’s Purse.  We were excited to 

hear they knew of a ministry called 
Bridges of Love that they thought could 
help us.  We contacted Marg and she 

immediately went to work on finding us 
what we needed.  She made many 

phone calls to find us a church 
(building) where the volunteers could 

sleep which had showers and be 
served meals and also arranged for 
cots to be brought in.  The second 
morning Bridges of Love graciously 

brought us breakfast for 15 – 20 
people.  This was not a request from us 
but rather kind and caring folks giving 
from their personal resources.  From 

then on they also arranged for 
numerous meals to be served to the 

volunteers.  After a few days that group 
of volunteers went home but within a 
short time we had another group also 

looking for accommodation.   Bridges of 
Love went to work and located another 
church which filled our accommodation 
needs.  We were blessed to be able to 

work with such compassionate and 
caring people and know God will bless 

them as they minister through  
Bridges of Love! 
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A common challenge after a disaster is an        

out-pouring of donations.  People want to help, 

so it doesn’t take long, before warehouses are 

filled to capacity.  Often disaster victims do not 

have   immediate needs for many of these       

donations, so in time, they may be discarded.  

Donation management has proven to be a     

challenge, but Bridges of Love is working on an 

effective solution! 
 

RECOVERS, a US based agency developed and 

donated a website for Bridges of Love after the 

2013 Alberta Floods.  Through this virtual site 

hundreds of items were donated by individuals, 

companies, churches, and communities, which 

were matched with flood victims.  Items from       

automobiles to furnaces and everything in       

between were donated without stock-piling a   

single item!  Bridges of Love made the matches, 

with Faith Emergency Preparedness Initiative 

Churches kindly delivering the donated items, 

blessing people from Calgary to High River, AB. 

 

Since RECOVERS.org is restructuring and not 

yet ready for operation, Bridges of Love is the 

process of creating a similar site. We plan to be  

ready to once again, match donations on-line  

with disaster victims.  Please stay-tuned! 

Having church information stored in a database 
for quick access before disaster strikes, provides 
an effective response, when time is of the es-
sence.  FEPI  Contact and Resource Assessment 
Form is a fillable document found on Bridges of 
Love’s website.  Please become a FEPI partner, 
so when disaster strikes, this vital church infor-
mation is already stored and ready for action.  

“Our guests left this morning and it has left a small 
hole in my heart.  I really loved having them (CDS) and 
we as a church are the better for it.  It was good that 
we were able to help them at this time.  I made a small 
friendship with four of the women who were responsi-
ble for caring for the team.  I will truly miss them.  I am 
also very grateful to Red Deer Lake United Church for 
their support of a meal on Thursday evening.        
Wonderful all around!  Thank you for trusting us with 
this request … “ 

        Lori ~ Pastor Bonavista EM ChurchChurch) 

Emmanuel Community Church’s Youth Group 

spent an evening handing out emergency    

resource materials and FEPI Emergency               

Contact Information Magnets to their communi-

ty.  A great opportunity to make introductions 

as the church in their neighbourhood, that acts 

as their meeting place and communication 

centre, during times of disaster. 
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“I am proud to know Bridges of Love as it is a well 
deserving ministry who came through for my family. 

There are a lot of people in need and they  
provided more than any agency could. They listened 
and if they didn't have it they would figure a way to 
get help for me, as they have done.... So I owe a lot 
to them and we all need them in our lives. They may 
not be a huge agency like many, but they are the big-

gest hearted people I've ever met! Many thanks.” 
                           

                                     Shauna 

FEPI CONTACT & ASSESSMENT FORM 


