
Minister of Public Safety and
EmerQency Preparedness
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Marg Po l lon
Bridges of  Love Ministry Society
P.O,  Box  2763
Claresholm, Alberta TOL 0T0

Dear  Marg  Po l lon :

Thank you for your correspondence of  February 6,  20L9, concerning
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) t ra in ing in Canada, and for
providing a summary of  in i t iat ives undertaken by the Br idges of  Love Ministry
Society,

I  a lso  want  to  thank  you aga in  fo r  your  invo lvement  in  your  communi ty
through your work wi th the Br idges of  Love Ministry Society,  Canadian
communit ies are more resi l ient  when they can count on in i t iat ives l ike CERT
training to have a posi t ive impact before,  dur ing,  and af ter  an emergency
s i tua t ion .

My role as the Minister of  Publ ic Safety and Emergency Preparedness is to
keep Canadians safe f rom a range of  r isks such as natural  d isasters,  cr ime
and terror ism, I  del iver th is mandate by col laborat ing and coordinat ing our
act iv i t ies wi th a var iety of  partners.  In Canada, emergency management
(EM) is a shared responsibi l i ty  between Federal ,  Provincial  and Terr i tor ia l
governments and their  respect ive partners such as Indigenous peoples,
municipal i t ies,  communit ies,  volunteers,  the pr ivate sector,  and non-
governmental  organizat ions.  More speci f ical ly,  Provincial  and Terr i tor ia l
governments are responsible for  emergency management wi th in their
respect ive jur isdict ion,  and the Federal  Government exercises leadership at
the nat ional  and internat ional  level .  This cooperat ion supports a cohesive and
integrated approach to Canada's safety and secur i ty.
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I  wou ld  l i ke  to  inent ion  tha t  in  January  o f  2019, I  met  w i th  my Prov inc ia l  and
Territorial counterparts in Alberta, where we approved the Emergency
Management Strategy for Canada (EM Strategy). This can be found at:
https : / /www, p u b I icsafety. g c.ca I cnt I rs rcsl p b I ctns/ m rg ncy-
m ng m nt-strtgy/ i ndex-en.aspx,

This strategy bui lds on previous ef for ts and seeks to guide Federal ,
Provincial ,  and Terr i tor ia l  governments,  working with their  respect ive EM
partners,  in carry ing out pr ior i t ies aimed at  strengthening Canada's abi l i ty  to
address disaster r isks and to respond to emergency si tuat ions,

The Federal  Government supports a whole-of-society approach to EM that
takes into considerat ion al l  levels of  government and civ i l  society,  including
local  volunteers.  Working jo int ly wi th our partners on the EM Strategy Act ion
Plan, we wi l l  c losely look at  how best to work wi th community groups, such
as the Br idges of  Love Ministry Society.

I  can appreciate the chal lenges that you out l ined with respect to coordinat ing
the expansion of  your organizat ion's role in del iver ing CERT training across
Canada, I  would encourage you to cont inue to work wi th your local
m u nic ipa l i t ies,  reg ional  associat ions,  com m u ni ty pa r tners,  emergency
management related non-governmental  organizat ions,  and Provincial  and
Terr i tor ia l  representat ives and author i t ies.  This wi l l  help ensure more
integrated and cohesive emergency response in i t iat ives,  in coordinat ion wi th
Municipal  and Provincial  author i t ies,  which are the main EM partners of  the
Federal  Government in Canada,

Canada's Plat form for Disaster Risk Reduct ion (DRR) wi l l  a lso cont inue to
communicate wi th i ts membership concerning opportuni t ies to increase
whole-of-society col laborat ion,  including in i t iat ives l ike the GCcol lab portal
that  you referenced in your let ter .  I f  you require technical  support  wi th the
websi te,  p lease do not hesi tate to contact  Canada's Plat form for DRR at:
ps. ca n adas p I atfo rmfo rd rr- p late-
formeducanadapour larrc.sp@canada.ca,

I  would l ike to thank you once again for  your cont inued contr ibut ion to
emergency  management  in  your  communi ty ,

Yours s incerely,

The Honourab le  Ra lph  Gooda le ,  P .C. ,  M,P.


